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KIS: How is Transformative Studies distinct?  How can sociology contribute to Transformative Studies?

JA: TSI is unique in that it bridges activism with academia in an attempt to legitimize this form of scholarship.  TSI aims to fuse these two worlds through both education and action.  Our ultimate goal is to be the intellectual base for a new 21st century social movement that will usher in epochal change.  This is not aesthetic change such as with an Obama administration.  Rather, we are talking about fundamental structural global change.  Capitalism has existed long enough to destroy the planet and most of our lives.  We think it is time to bury it and move on to a neo-renaissance based not on profit but need, not alienation but creativity, not on compulsion but freedom.  And it is through all of the sciences and humanities, including sociology and art, that such a transformation can occur by using our sociological imagination to envision better alternatives.

KIS: What are the greatest challenges in linking theory and practice?  What can be done to narrow this gap?

JA: Sadly, activists and academics are their own worst enemies.  Few radical activists seem to see the immense value that scholarship would bring to their efforts.  And who is to blame them?  Often scholars themselves will privately see activists as a poor relative.  Change requires both groups to fully recognize that they are but two sides of the same coin.  Both need each other in order to become effective.  Yet capitalism and its corporate university do everything in their power to perpetuate the divide, fearing the power of this united front.  Good luck finding a true scholar-activist gainfully employed in academia.  The educational system does everything to purge these radicals from its midst.  Academic suppression and adjunct slavery are now normalized.  In order to narrow the activist-scholarship gap we need new working-class educational institutions k-post graduate that will welcome, in fact require, activism as a condition of employment versus the ‘educational factory’ drones that the corporate university produces and employs.

KIS: How do you encourage political action in different publics (e.g. the classroom, on campus, in writing, or in lecture audiences)?

JA: Telling the truth about inequality, abuses of our freedoms and rights, and simply bringing basic facts (often government statistics) to peoples’ attention gets them mad as hell.  For example, how many of you know what percent of the nation’s wealth is owned by the top 1% of the population?  How about their income share?  Who on ‘Main Street’ knows what communism or anarchism is truly about?  Once people are exposed to ‘truth’ it is they that ask how to get involved.  Gramsci was correct when arguing people will not support change, let alone act, if they do not understand what they are working toward and why.  People need raw, honest, in your face truth.  Etiquette is the luxury of those in power, not the oppressed.

KIS: How does the media present a challenge or a path to action?

JA: There are two types of media: corporate and independent.  The challenge is how to overcome the reactionary corporate media that exist to legitimize the status quo and demonize anything that would challenge it.  Independent media is a great means through which to counter the mainstream capitalist propaganda.  Of course, financial support is a major issue.  This is where the internet provides hope.  It is through the internet that we can reach out to the masses, at least in the developed nations.  The challenge is to get the masses to tune off propaganda and tune in to the independent radio stations, bloggers, journalists, and so on.  Then, once people are faced with the truth, rebellion is not far away.

KIS: How can a human rights agenda respond to the crisis of accumulation?

JA: I believe that by definition human rights include economic rights, which is all but hidden from our attention by the corporate media.  How can one secure housing, food, healthcare, education and all of one’s needs without economic resources in a market system?  Political rights without economic rights are but theatrical dressing to make one feel better about their lives.  For example, how would an Obama or Bush Presidency fundamentally affect your life?  Would either agree to provide guaranteed free national healthcare or education or housing?  Would either end imperialist interventions?  If the answer is no, then what kind of democracy are we talking about.  No, this is rather a beauty pageant to keep our minds off true change.  TSI is about true change starting with education to transform how we see and understand the world so as to engage in transformative direct action to wipe suffering off the face of the globe.

KIS:  Thank you so much for your time and thoughtful responses.

