Sociologists without Borders

Our Work

· Publish a journal Societies without Borders: Human Rights and the Social Sciences (http://www.brill.nl/swb)

· Sponsor workshops at the World Social Forum and the United States Social Forum

· Fund a Student Fellowship doing public sociology in Brazil, co-organized by the Brazil Chapter of Sociologists without Borders

· With the Center for Study of Human Rights at Columbia University, Sociologists without Borders organized the conference “Human Rights and Sociology” (2007)

· With Boston area NGOS and Boston College sociologists, sponsors “Boston Human Rights: Ideas and Action” (2008)

· In our local communities, members are working to develop Human Rights Cities

· Sociologists without Borders routinely organizes sessions at the meetings of the ASA, the ISA, and regional sociological organizations.

· Members of Sociologists without Borders initiated the ASA Section-in-Formation on Human Rights

· Members of Sociologists without Borders initiated the ISA Thematic Group on Human Right and Global Justice

· Recipient of Award, Making Another World Possible: United States Social Movement Builder Award (2008), given by the National Planning Committee of the First USSF

· The Iran Chapter of Sociologists without Borders maintains a blog with links to issues and sites of interest to sociologists: http://ssfupdates.blogspot.com/
To become a member, see 
www.sociologistswithoutborders.org.
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AIMS

Professionals in medicine and journalism, among others, have taken on themselves the responsibilities of working with people in many countries to help them solve, in the most disinterested way possible, the many problems they face. These problems were created by colonialism and aggravated by globalization and are problems that states and the United Nations will not, or cannot, tackle. INGOs started in this way, and after about thirty long years, have opened the doors for cooperation and solidarity. 

Sociologists without Borders supports the right to “peaceful meddling,” which opposes States’ practices and programs that advance their own sovereignty by diminishing the human rights of their citizens, and opposes multinationals that strip people of their well-being and humanity.
We cannot forget that sociology is a science, a profession, and an endeavour that has its roots in the Enlightenment, the moment in human history when human rights were first recognized over other institutional loyalties. The early sociologists were a few pamphleteers who helped their contemporaries become aware of the importance of becoming citizens - not subjects. Although sociology was initially legitimised as having a functionalist orientation in support of the status quo, a critical sociology persists. Critical sociology specializes in recognizing and denouncing political and social powers that oppress people, and originate in the ways that powerful States and economic interests exploit the weaknesses of representative democracy. From its early origins, this sociology had an internationalist perspective and consequently is comfortable with contemporary globalization and can boldly confront the new challenge, "financiers without borders", while reconsidering "workers of the world, gather" in which some utopians were trusting. 

Sociologists without borders was founded in Spain as an alliance of professionals and students who are committed to this new international solidarity, has members in dozens of countries, and chapters in Brazil, Canada, Chile, Iran, Italy, Spain, and the U.S.

ALBERTO MONCADA, President                  amoncada1@telefonica.net
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Sociology Going Global and Local

We are an alliance of sociologists that advances public sociology. We create spaces for human rights in academic and scholarly societies, and advocate that practices everywhere must be subordinate to the global and universal principles of human rights. Human rights principles apply in local communities; they also apply to states and multinationals. The challenges in 1948 when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was proclaimed were different than they are now. Vast global networks and interdependencies can be sites for affirming equality and human differences. Instead, countries (especially the US) have exploited these global opportunities for military expansion and the exploitation of natural resources, and multinationals have for the exploitation of labor. We believe that people can reclaim these spaces. You are welcome to join us, in solidarity, and help us clarify how human rights can take up these spaces in our globalized world locally, nationally, and internationally.

Until now sociologists have been trained in a way that has allowed us to work mainly in our own countries, especially in the public sector and higher education. With globalization we must acquire cosmopolitan global knowledge as well as detailed practical knowledge about locales and communities. We must collaborate across disciplines and work with NGOs, labor unions, communities, community residents, laborers, migrants, and refugees. This requires abstract understanding, particularistic knowledge, and empathy. Sociologists without Borders is centrally concerned with promoting the full range of human rights, and this includes socioeconomic rights, cultural rights, and environmental rights.
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